














CREATED BY KAREL POLT

Karel is what Estonians call a VÄLISEESTLANE 
(literally outside Estonian). As a native Estonian 
and a language enthusiast, Karel has always 
had the Estonian language close to his heart. 
Living in a foreign cultural space has awarded 
him a deeper appreciation for the uniqueness of 
the Estonian language, its beauty and charm.

ILLUSTRATED BY KRISTINA TORT

Kristina’s creativity knows no bounds. From 
illustrating children’s books to collaborating with 
magazines and museums, she sprinkles laughter 
throughout her designs. She is an award winning 
illustrator and a guest lecturer for illustration at 
the Estonian Academy of Arts.



CROWDFUNDED ON KICKSTARTER

136 backers from around the world pledged $10,133 to help 
bring this project to life. The funding goal was reached within 
the first week of the campaign with support of Estonian 
communities from Australia to Canada and Singapore to United 
Arab Emirates.

Kickstarter named it as a “Project we love”

Watch the introduction video of the project here:
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/karelpolt/literally-estonian 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/karelpolt/literally-estonian


LAUNCHED TO A GREAT SUCCESS

Book launch events in Tartu and Tallinn led to 
selling out of all the remaining copies within 
the first month.





REPRESENTING ESTONIA

Kristina Tort’s illustrations scaled up to 
national level, decorating the Estonian box.





DEDICATED TO GRANDMA ESTER

One of my favorite pieces of advice from her, 
which I try to follow as often as possible, is 
this: Find something in life that you’re not very 
good at. Then don’t do it.



LITTLE MERMAID in Estonian is
VÄIKE MERINEITSI,
which literally means

small sea virgin




